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Some days it would be hard for me to maintain the idea of happi-
ness in me? or I could do so only artificially; and even that resolve to
be happy seems to me at such times almost impious. Too few people
can achieve happiness today. I recall Mme Mayrisch's gloom on her
return from Persia after having traveled through such vast lands, she
said, in which happiness was unknown, impossible. . . .
Went to see poor Mme D. in Cuverville. She is suffering a bit less
from her varicose veins; but just a few days ago her pains were un-
bearable. They must have been great to make her send for the doctor.
Her sores looked so bad that she became frightened: "It's gangrene!"
I tell her that she ought to keep her leg supported on a chair, since
looking after the two babies entrusted to her by the Poor Law Admin-
istration keeps her from staying in bed; but she objects that her feet
become frigid as soon as she takes them off her foot-warmer. All this
without complaint, with acceptance. . . . What resignation in suffer-
ing! It does not even occur to her that, like anyone else, she would
have a right to be happy. Misfortune is her lot. She has settled into it,
feels at home in it.
We talk of little Francois, apprenticed to a mechanic in Montivilliers.
But he doesn't bring in to her the little he would make as a farm-hand;
and what an outlay for his shoes and his clothingl "He can't stay there,"
she says, "That's what I kept telling him: "You're costing me too much,
my boy/" And then she adds: "He understands!"
The brothers likewise are unwilling to allow the child to choose a
calling that does not bring in any returns at once, even were it to be
better paid later on. And those immediate demands are most likely
going to decide his life for him, despite the desire that child had to
learn, which he had .come to tell us about last summer, calling on us
in the hope that we might help him. He wanted to be a school-teacher.
And as soon as the family learned it, a great outcry of indignation. He
then fell back on the calling of mechanic. But even this little seems
today to be too high an aspiration for him.
SO January
Received at last the issue of Latintte so long announced which con-
tains an "impartial" inquiry into my "influence" in Europe.10 There-are
10 The issue of Latinite for January 1931 contained a, symposium on
Gide conducted by V, de Laprade and J. Reynaud, with contributions from
Germany (Emil Ludwig, Ma* Brod, Klaus Maw, Carl Steniheim, Heinrich
Marm, Arnold Zweig, etc.)* Czechoslovakia, Italy (Lionello Fiumi, Alberto
Consiglio, etc.), Rumania, England (Bernard Shaw and Francis Hackett),
and France (Lucie Delarue-Mardrus, Rachilde, Jean Cassou, Drieu la
Rochelle, Maurice Bedel, Francis de Miomandre, etc.).